Social disparities in cancer: lessons from a multidisciplinary workshop.
The problem of social disparities in cancer continues to challenge health care researchers. This article summarizes the themes and lessons emerging from a 2004 workshop that convened researchers from academic and government venues to review and discuss the extant literature, and to develop new conceptual frameworks for future investigations. Workshop participants explored the factors that contribute to social inequalities in cancer in the U.S. including the relative contributions of race and racism, the independent contributions of socioeconomic position, insurance, and access to care. Noting the heterogeneous patterns of inequality across cancer types, the multiple underlying causes of disparities, and the role of the health care system itself, the authors call for an organized program of multidisciplinary research.